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GENERAL STATISTICAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 


Area: Land : 

Number of Parishes 

Rateable Value (1.4.62) 

Sum represented by a penny rate 
Number of inhabited houses (1.4.62) 
Estimated mid year Home Population 
Census Population 1961 rs 


111,692 Acres 
52 
£440,773 
£1,815 
14,798 
45,380 
44,34] 


The district is of a mixed urban ae saul nature with i jifiaees near PCRabridee acting largely 


as a dormitory area for the city. 


Birth Rate 
(Corrected) 


Death Rate 
(Corrected) 


Infant Mortality 
Rate 


14.3 
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To the Chairman and Members 
of the 
Chesterton Rural District Council 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I have the honour to present my report for the year 1961 prepared in accordance with Ministry 
of Health Circular 3/62 dated 16th April, 1962. 


Vital Statistics 


During the year the estimated population rose by some 1,400, an increase of over 3%. This is 
by far the biggest increase of population that has occurred in any one year and is a strong indication 
of the high rate of growth which is taking place, particularly in the dormitory villages surrounding the 
City. 

It will be noticed that there is a marked difference between the Registrar General’s estimate of 
the population and the figure ascertained by the 1961 census. This is mainly due to the fact that the 
estimated figure is based on the results of the 1951 census and corrections have not yet been made to 
relate it directly to the more recent one. However, the difference does not detract from the value of 
the estimated figure as a means of comparison with the previous year. 


There has been a slight and insignificant fall in both the birth and the death rate but the infant 
mortality rate fell sharply to 14.3. This fall is consistent with the pattern of marked biennial rise 
and fall which has been a feature of the rate over the past decade and for which no explanation can be 
ventured. 


Infectious Diseases 


There was a marked increase in the number of cases of infectious disease notified during the 
year, largely occasioned by the great increase in the incidence of measles, when 613 cases were notified. 
When this is compared with the 11 cases notified last year it can be seen that the biennial pattern of 
measles outbreaks continues. 


One case of dysentery was notified, a great fall from the 113 of the previous year, but the number 
of food poisoning cases rose from 3 to 27. These cases occurred in small family outbreaks and al- 
though investigations were vigourously pursued in all cases, it was possible only in a few instances to 
trace them back to their original sources and find the infected food vector. 


Perhaps the most interesting outbreak from the epidemiological point of view—but not from the 
point of view of the patients—was the occurrence of cases of undulant fever. 6 cases occurred and 
all were associated with the consumption of unpasteurised milk infected by the organism Brucella 
Abortus, supplied by a milkman in the district but produced by a farmer in the neighbouring council’s 
area where other similar cases occurred. Under the Milk and Dairies Regulations a diversion order 
was made requiring the pasteurising of all infected milk and there have been no subsequent cases. 
Of particular interest was the fact that cases occurred in all the families which were receiving this 
infected milk although not every member of the family showed clinical symptoms. This high degree 
of infectivity is greater than that which is usually associated with the disease. One difficulty in investi- 
gating outbreaks or ascertaining the incidence is the lack of specificity in the symptoms in the human 
infection and an indefinite incubation period so that diagnosis is often made in retrospect. Although 
it is known that the infecting organism is widespread amongst cattle, where it causes contagious 
abortion, little accurate knowledge is available about the extent of human infection at the present 
time. However, as the organisms are completely destroyed by efficient pasteurisation and fewer 
people consume non-heat treated milk, it is to be anticipated that the true incidence of undulant fever 
will fall. 


Again it is with great satisfaction that I am able to report that no cases of poliomyelitis occurred 
during the year in the district. 


The steady decrease in the incidence of tuberculosis, respiratory and non-respiratory, continued 
and although this disease is by no means defeated it has ceased to inspire the fear that it did to previous 
generations. 


Sanitary Circumstances 


Once again it will be seen that little or no progress has been made with the slum clearance pro- 
gramme, for, in spite of continuing need and continued demand, it has proved possible to build only 
18 Council houses. When one notes that during the same period some 381 private dwellings were 
erected in the district it becomes obvious why local authorities, subject as they are to strict financial 
control, will always come a poor second in competing for building sites, contractors or labour. Un- 
fortunately there seems to be little hope of the position improving in the immediate future. 


Implementing the 1960 Caravan Act has involved the department in a great amount of work. 
In all some 619 visits have been made by the public health inspectors to the many caravans and caravan 
sites in the district and the results of their efforts are now beginning to show in the improved standards 
of many sites. While in a few instances caravans can be, for example to a newly married couple, a 
relatively luxurious form of dwelling, to the majority of dwellers they cannot be more than sub- 
standard houses at best and dangerous slums at worst. In the Council’s area some 600 families live 
in caravans and it is obvious that the natural increase of these families will lead to a continually recur- 
ring demand for re-housing. As a caravan is obviously an unsuitable dwelling for a growing family 
no difficulty is experienced in making a case for urgent re-housing. Unfortunately, with the slow rate 
of building and the now diminishing rate of casual vacancies in Council houses, little in the way of 
an immediate solution presents itself. Several times during the year it has been necessary to ask the 
Council to take urgent steps to re-house specific families where conditions have been so bad that an 
immediate danger to health existed. Even under such conditions of urgency vacancies proved hard 
to find and often only after some delay. 


Although regret must be felt that control of the water-undertaking is passing from the hands of 
the Council, it is with some relief that one contemplates the final solution of the problems on regroup- 
ing coming rapidly nearer. As periodic shortages develop in parts of the district and the demand 
for water grows, it is increasingly apparent that a major redevelopment scheme is becoming a matter 
of urgency. Such a scheme can only be undertaken on a regional basis by the united undertakings 
irrespective of who is in control. 


The increase in the nitrate content of the water from the Willingham Well caused some concern 
and it became necessary to warn the doctors and nurses in the area of the risk of young infants develop 
ing methaemoglobinaemia if fed with this water. The water from the well has always been known 
to have a high nitrate content—although within the acceptable concentration—and no reason for 
this increase has been found. Examination of previous records shows that the level of nitrates has 
been slowly increasing over a number of years. The well, however, is a shallow one and its 


catchment area is one of intense flower growing where fertilizing with artificial fertilizer is carried 
out. 


During 1961 the sewering of Little Shelford and Stapleford was virtually completed and good 
progress was made on the work in Cottenham. At the same time schemes were being prepared for 
the villages of Haslingfield, Hauxton, Harston, Over, Swavesey and Willingham. One can only 
hope that present financial restrictions will not hamper their fruition as the urgent implementation 
of these schemes is essential if we are not only going to abate old nuisances that have existed for many 
years but also prevent the development of new ones. 


To cope with the increasing demands of such a rapidly developing district it became necessary 
to appoint an additional Public Health Inspector and we were happy to welcome Mr. P. E. L. Reed 
to fill the appointment. The enlargement of the establishment has enabled Mr. N. D. Addison to 
be designated as Deputy Chief Public Health Inspector. 


I wish to record my thanks to Mr. Newman and all the other members of the staff for their loyal 
support and for the way they have worked throughout the year. 


I am, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 


JAMES DRUMMOND. 
June, 1962. 


VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 
(The mid-year home population is used for the statistical calculations.) 


Live Births 


i Male Female Total 
Legitimate xs ee as .% si -b 433 368 801 
Illegitimate oO = 553 a 53 4 22 15 37 

Totals .. “p Ss a as vee 455 383 838 
Birth rate per thousand estimated population ss ae 3 a are we 18.5 
Birth rate corrected by comparability factor (1.03) ae xe we sft a 19.1 
Birth rate per thousand population (England and Wales) .. oa is a o 17.4 
Still Births Male Female Total 
Legitimate + a7 ss 2 Ae ae 6 5 11 
Illegitimate He Me % a is ~ -= 1 l 
Totals .. a Be oo a - 6 6 12 
Rate per thousand live and still births dee ‘2 =¢ 20 14.1 
Rate per thousand live and still births (England and Wales) cs af of E 18.7 
_ Male Female Total 
Deaths... , dy 240 238 478 
Death rate per thousand estimated population | 4) a he b i. 10.5 
Death rate corrected by comparability factor (0.91) .. a ty m 72 9.6 
Death rate per thousand population (England and Wales) .. Te ci] 9 12.0 
Infant Mortality. Deaths of infants under one year of age. 
Male Female Total 
Legitimate a, ie "a 5 v. et 6 (5) 6 (4) 12 (9) 
Illegitimate Ne * ss 50 at — — a 
Totals ... = ees = wh az 6 (5) 6 (4) 12 (9) 
(Deaths of infants under four weeks of age are shown in brackets: all were under one week of age.) 
_ 
Infant Mortality Rate. (Infant deaths under one year per thousand live births) La 14.3 
Infant Mortality Rate. (England and Wales) a. 21.4 
Neonatal Mortality Rate. (Infant deaths under four weeks per thousand live births). . 11.9 


Early Neonatal Mortality Rate. (Infant deaths under one week per thousand live births) 10.7 
Perinatal Mortality Rate. (Stillbirths and deaths under one week combined per thousand 


live and still births) F fe tt oF: 24.7 
Legitimate Infant mortality rate per thousand legitimate live births ak 7 Pe 15.0 
Illegitimate Infant mortality rate per thousand illegitimate live births .. oe ie Nil 
Illegitimate live births per cent of total live births oh 4.4% 
Maternal Deaths. (Deaths ascribed to pregnancy, childbirth and abortion | ade fe Nil 
Maternal mortality rate per thousand live and still births am oY fe Nil 
Deaths from cancer (all ages) . 2k ae Pe aa at ye as a VW 
Deaths from tuberculosis (all ages) os a Js Re ¥3 ae at 4 
Deaths from whooping cough .. “ hy 2 A as ts ay i! Nil 
Deaths from measles .. . re ee fe ms 32 sk as ie Nil 
Deaths from pneumonia Ba be. ry ae bf RG ig 2% - 37 
Deaths from influenza .. ‘s - a = fy sf BS | 
Deaths from diarrhoea (under 2 years), a - oe “t ‘4 Ss Nil 


CERTAIN COMPARATIVE RATES 


1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 
*Birth Rate SiS e as 2 ADB Ta 4 IST ETT 117.6 18.3) 20826) 191815 
*Death Rate 1223 S10 OF7 S1OES TRO Iss) 2 OO Si! Dee Os 
Infant Mortality Rate OMe 20s ea Ie SeDeSs TRIG 352s 24.1 29 12.92" 120.7 443 
UP2)2" 412) (7) (9) CY MAZE 210) © CCB" Op MAT) E12) 
*These rates are uncorrected. The figures in brackets are the number of infant deaths in each year. 
TABLE CLASSIFYING DEATHS UNDER AGE GROUPS 

Ages Male * Female Total 

Under | year : ss Bee he = 6 6 12 

1 and under 2 fs br = 25 - = =: =s 

2 and under 5 — — — 

5 and under 15 rs a oe an a 5 ee 7 

15 and under 25 = = so; - a 5 2) 7 

25 and under 35 ae ee a %. = 4 — 4 

35 and under 45 ws a i as “e 4 8 12 

45 and under 55 ae By i, iH ay 20 16 36 

55 and under 65 = Pg ae Eas Sa 48 26 74 

65 and under 75 RS Sy a ie - 59 50 109 

75 and over ms ay. a3 * a 89 128 217 

Totals i Ag % Ss ic 240 238 478 


GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA 


Medical Officer of Health 


““ The Cambridgeshire United District (Medical Officer of Health) Order, 1951 ’’ provides for the 
appointment of a medical officer of health to the Chesterton, Newmarket and South Cambridgeshire 


Rural District Councils. 


Under the present arrangements this officer is also appointed deputy county and school medical 


officer to the Cambridgeshire County Council 


Public Health Inspectors 


Mr. E. B. Newman remains as Chief Public Health Inspector, with Mr. N. D. Addison, 


J. Holford and Mr. P. E. L. Reed to assist him. 


Laboratory Facilities 


Mr. 


Chemical and bacteriological examinations of water are made by the Public Analyst at Cambridge. 
The Public Health Laboratory, Cambridge, undertakes bacteriological and biological examinations 
of milk and bacteriological examinations of water samples, and all necessary examinations in cases of 


infectious diseases. 


Hospitals 


Cases of infectious disease are treated at the Isolation Hospital, Cambridge. So far as general 
hospitals are concerned, Addenbrooke’s Hospital, Cambridge, deals with the majority of cases from 
this area. The only hospitals in the area are the Mental Hospital at Fulbourn and that for the treat- 
ment of tuberculosis and other thoracic conditions in connection with the Papworth Village Settlement. 
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THE PUBLIC HEALTH (Infectious Disease) REGULATIONS, 1953. 


Under these Regulations a special provision is made to facilitate the investigation and control 
of outbreaks of ‘Food Poisoning’ (which includes typhoid fever, paratyphoid fever, or other salmonella 
infection, dysentery and staphylococcal infection likely to cause food poisoning) in that (a) the existing 
provisions regarding the prevention of a person suffering from a food poisoning infection from con- 
tinuing in or entering into an occupation connected with the preparation and handling of food or drink 
are now extended to include ‘carriers’ of food poisoning infections, (b) local authorities may authorise 
their medical officer ofthealth to issue on their behalf notices!where required to’effect (a) immediately 
if he thinks it necessary and then report such action to his Authority as soon as possible. 


Such Authority has been given to the medical officer of health but has not so far had occasion to 
be used. 


NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE IN AGE GROUPS 1961 


= li Cia) 
Scarlet | Whooping Acute Poliomyelitis 


Age in Years Fever Cough Paralytic | Non Paralytic Measles | Diphtheria) Dysentery | Totals 


Under 1 year 
jax 


922 
qe 
{= 
5—9 
10—14 
15—25 
25 and over 
Age Unknown 


eat a ea 
i se 
eee doh al theta 


| | ermal are | 
hey ls a 


Totals 
1960 Totals 


| 
| 
| 


Acute Food Puerperal Ophthalmia 
Age in Years Pneumonia Erysipelas Poisoning Pyrexia Neonatorum 


Under 5 
5—14 

15—44 

45— 64 

65 and over 


Totals 


1960 Totals 


TUBERCULOSIS 
Nine respiratory cases were notified for the first time during the year and one non-respiratory. 
Sixteen respiratory cases, previously notified in other areas, were transferred to the district. On 
balance at the end of the year the number of persons on the respiratory register decreased by thirty five. 
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TUBERCULOSIS REGISTER 1961 


Respiratory |\Non Respiratory Total 


Male | Female | Male | Female | Male | Female 


. Number of cases on register at commence- 
ment of year 89 | | | .98 


. Number of cases notified for first time during 
the year under regulations 


. Cases restored to register 


. Cases added to register otherwise than by 
notification under regulations 
(a) Transferred from other Districts 
(b) From Death Returns 


. Number of cases removed from register 


. Number of cases remaining on register at 
end of year 


AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION 
RESPIRATORY AND NON-RESPIRATORY TUBERCULOSIS 
CASES ON REGISTER 31.12.61 


Male Female Total | 
AGE GRouR -—_,—___-—__ | | GRAND TOTAL 
Resp. | Non Resp.| Resp. | Non Resp.| Resp. | Non Resp. 

0—15 1 1 2 | A293 3 


15—25 12 Z l S| 3 


25—35 12 38 2 
35—45 age 


45—55 49 


55—65 17 


65 and over 13 


TOTALS 


NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948, Section 47 
No action was necessary during the year under this section. 


NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948, Section 50 
No burials were effected during the year under the provisions of this section. 
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THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1961 


This new act is the first legislation solely concerned with public health since 1936. The Public 


Health Act, 1936, still remains the principal act and the new 1961 Act introduces new powers. Many 
of its provisions are taken from Private Acts where local authorities, finding the general legislation 
inadequate for their requirements, promoted their own Acts of Parliament to secure new and wider 
powers. These provisions, having been proved in practice in particular, are now applied nationally. 


The Act consists of 86 sections and 5 schedules and, except for a few clauses, came into operation 


on the 3rd October, 1961. The provisions which are of greatest importance to the Council can be 
summarised as follows :— 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


(e) 


(f) 


(g) 
(h) 


Local Building Byelaws are to be superceded by Building Regulations made by the Minister and 
applying nationally. 


Where a council resolves to construct a sewer in a highway and declares at the same time that the 
sewer will materially increase the value of premises fronting the street, they can recover from 
owners a contribution to the cost. 


Summary powers are given to the Medical Officer of Health and the Public Health Inspector to 
examine drains and require the remedying of defects and many new powers are given to local 
authorities relating to drains and closets. 


Powers to deal with defective premises, dangerous buildings, ruinous and dilapidated buildings, 
neg lected site, filthy and verminous premises are extended. 


New powers concerned with the prevention and notification of disease are introduced including 
provision for the payment of compensation to a person who is excluded from work on the request 
of the Medical Officer of Health. 


Additional powers are given concerning streets and public places including the provision of litter 
bins by county, district or parish councils. 


The control of trade effluents is extended. 


Power is given to authorities to deal with such things as pigeons and to make Byelaws concerning 
pleasure boats, fairs and hairdressers. 


REPORT OF THE CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR 
(Mr. E. B, Newman, F.P.H.I.A., A.M.P.H.E.) 


The following is a summary of inspections carried out during 1961 :— 


TOTAL INSPECTIONS RECORDED OT as 5% at ee aa Lgl “ 6,635 


General Sanitation 


Miscellaneous visits re complaints, etc. is a oe bie ce BS 40] 
Visits re drainage or sewerage .. = Pe ; : is ots 1,768 
Water supplies se a na a Oe a8 , a He 166 
Water samples taken ss oy ee ; i ss ee 33 Se 191 
Factories Acts ae ., ne a hee ar! ES 96 
Visits re verminous persons or property... * fs ; ; 4 12 
Public cleansing visits ip be se pie se : 40 5% 221 
Shops Acts, etc. .. si - 6a hs ee ss ate 5 ae 139 
Schools - ais Fs a re ie Ss 5 , o% 6 
Clean Air Act ai dis 3 os = : i 18 
Swimming Pools... exe - Ap a3 ; us 44 
Burial Grounds... ii Pi i oli a; re : beg 2 
National Assistance Acts 4 se 14 se gts ai : ] 
River Sampling... ate Bg és is 5s By Yr 8 ; 23 


Inspection of Food and Food Premises 


Visits re sampling (milk and other foods) ae ai , = S55 ss 132 
Visits to slaughterhouses .. axe si “. ’ ' sri oF 806 
Butchers Shops... : ‘ig af Es. 3 A 55 ee ey 96 
Preserved Food Premises: 

(1) Sausage manufacturers : : 2: 3 of a 163 

(2) Fried fish shops ar : é Sa. 5 Ss a8 Ja 12 
Ice cream premises (retailers) .. a a i ae : = dc 192 
Cafes and restaurants ae As ; ns a ‘ : - cs 54 
Other food premises Se “5 is a os se , ee i 152 
Bake-houses ; a ' of B eh +" 30 
Licensed premises (public houses, etc de: ws : af ie ae in 73 

Housing 

Housing inspections (P.H.A. 1936) ae 4 ds 7 as es 115 
Reinspections : 5c ; oa it & sa ee 112 
Housing inspections (Housing Acts) a ae $e ate ae fe ys 141 
Reinspections é he a ws ae 3 te re ae a 304 
Moveable dwellings es ae a = if es ¥ oa ef 619 
Inspections re standard grants... at a = ye or Bic zr 128 


Infectious Diseases 


Visits and enquiries 2 sie ws et m sis 3 és wh 418 


“OO 


HOUSING 
1. Total number of houses erected by the Council between 1920 and 1939... si 1,320 


2. Post war housing progress :— 


Permanent Non-Traditional _ Prefabs Total 

Dwellings completed in 1946 _ 5 23 
Fe a »» 1947 2 Pe 16 45 113 
fe pe », 1948 We 10 — 87 
ns _ 5, 1949 21 70 — 91 
= ‘ wine DO 115 aa = 1t5 
5. 5 » tga 133 — --- 133 
s x 9 D2 106 — —- 106 
» : seg lae 184 — a= 184 
if ss » 1954 229 70 = 299 
- een 121 28 — 149 
“i " > 1956 90 — —- 90 
. ) si LIST 102 — _ 102 
59 “ ro pho ae 69 _— 69 
io - ae 5) 126 _- 126 
99 A 3, LGU 14 — — 14 
3 5 » 1961 18 — 18 
Totals 1,475 194 50 1,719 


These figures are exclusive of conversions into flats and conversions of hutments. 


Total number of dwellings completed up to 31.3.62:— 


Prefabricated Bungalows a 50 
Bungalows oe 5 =e 309 
Flats x on et ae 49 
Non-Traditional Houses Ws 178 
Hut conversions a 3 225 
Permanent Houses on * piss) 

Total 1,944 


Dwellings in course of erection or contracts prepared :— 


Permanent Houses ae ae 10 
Bungalows ay i by 34 
Flats aa - ree of Nil 

Total 44 


3. Private Development 


Number of houses built by private enterprise during 1961 :— 


Permanent Houses ye - 377 
Conversions (Units) .. “ 4 
Total 381 
Total number of private dwellings erected post war .. De oh ae si 2,378 
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4. Slum Clearance 


As a result of the comprehensive review of the housing needs of the area carried out in 1958 
(see Annual Report 1958) approximately 800 houses were considered to fall within the slum clearance 
category—including owner/occupied and derelict properties. Since then a further 100 dwellings have 
been added to the list. 


As a result of action by the Department since that date the following results have been achieved 
(as at 31.3.62):— 


Houses demolished or demolition orders operative .. Sa aN Se es 409 
Closing Orders made or undertakings accepted ee sis 5s sus is 107 
Houses reconditioned a. ap sis Ae sat ae a e ne 84 

Total... bss oo 4 - i oe ate if 2 600 


(See Table No. 1) 


Whilst therefore, the Council’s five year programme will not be completed on time, there is no 
doubt that the back of the problem has been broken. All the substantially unfit properties have been 
dealt with, the remainder being mainly borderline cases—often owner/occupied. 


Unfortunately, it continues to be necessary to slow down the slum clearance programme because 
of the slow progress with new council house building. As will be seen from the previous tables only 
14 new dwellings were erected by the Council in 1960 and only 18 in 1961. Consequently, at the time 
of writing there are at least 100 occupied condemned houses where the orders have been made but are 
unable to be put into effect as the tenants cannot be rehoused. In these circumstances, there is little 
point in making further demolition orders until there is reasonable prospect of early rehousing of the 
tenants. The development of the Cottenham site has not yet been commenced notwithstanding the 
fact that 36 dwellings have already been condemned and action on a further 20 is awaited. 


Work is in hand on 46 new dwellings (Dry Drayton 14, Fen Drayton 14 and Little Shelford 18) 
and a further 68 are programmed although Ministerial approval has only been granted for 55 in the 
1962/63 programme. 


As the total number of applicants of all categories on the Council’s housing list at 31.3.62 was 
785 they can anticipate little early relief from this allocation. 


The following figures summarise the action taken by the Public Health Department during the 
year ending 31.12.61 :— 


Houses inspected .. os e uf — ae Se =, Be as 256 
Reinspections made s3 we a Sis o hg a i - 416 
Demolition Orders made ws “ie Be = i; as ae bg 24 
Houses demolished ee ste Ss, * BF 2 - st: be 27 
Undertakings accepted .. Sr ae bis x bes as ie ot Nil 
Closing Orders made es By a on bas on bei we be 17 
Houses made fit .. os a ~ re me ns se o 3 94 


Since the passing of the Housing Act, 1930 the following total action has been taken up to 
31.12.61 :— 


Houses demolished ee PY os are we ae as fe 52 684 
Demolition Orders not yet complied with oe an ss a ae off 95 
Houses demolished voluntarily .. 5S ie $8 ai = ie eC 68 
Houses subject to undertakings .. eat a ols ap Ba * a 88 
Houses or parts closed .. aM ay + ie bi = s a: 95 
Houses made fit by statutory action .. nM: Si; ali ae a Ss 33 
Houses made fit by informal action te ahs st us és a Se 1,401 


hd 


TABLE NO. 1 


SLUM CLEARANCE AT 31.3.62 


(All houses on record) 


Demolished or Closing 
Parishes Total Demolition Order Order Repaired Remainder 

Barton 8 4 1 -- 3 
Bourn 22 3 3 5 1] 
Boxworth 14 14 — — a 
Caldecote 43 15 6 3 19 
Caxton 15 3 1 6 5 
Childerley — — — — — 
Comberton | 16 5 3 5 3} 
Conington — — — = — 
Coton 17 5 6 — 6 
Cottenham 75 40 14 1 20 
Croxton 6 — 1 — 5 
Dry Drayton 15 7 4 3 1 
Elsworth 23 15 4 3 1 
Eltisley 9 1 1 — ih 
Fen Ditton 16 4 1 1 10 
Fen Drayton 20 5 — 4 UU: 
Fulbourn 55 23 5 15 12 
Girton 11 6 1 2 2 
Grantchester 20 13 1 o 1 
Graveley 3 — — — 3 
Hardwick 20 5 — 4 11 
Harlton 10 8 1 — 1 
Harston 32 3 — 4 25 
Haslingfield 8 7 — — 1 
Hauxton 11 10 —_ — 1 
Histon 46 26 3 — 17 
Horningsea | 17 3 4 — 10 
Impington 5 — 1 -— 4 
Knapwell — — — — — 
Landbeach 21 7 3 --- 11 
Lolworth 8 8 — — —_— 
Longstanton 20 10 4 2 4 
Madingley — — — — — 
Milton 22i| | 9 | 3 8 
Newton 4 | 3 -- = ] 
Oakington 10 5 1 1 5 
Over 29 20 2 1 6 
Papworth Everard 2 2 — — — 
Papworth St. Agnes 9 — 4 1 4 
Rampton 7 — — -- 7 
Shelford, Great 56 34 5 2, iS 
Shelford, Little 18 8 1 — 9 
Stapleford | 30 14 4 -- 12 
Stow-cum-Quy | 18 1 I — 16 
Swavesey 16 14 — -- 2 
Teversham 9 7 — — 2 
Toft 6 — — 3 3 
Waterbeach 36 11 10 2 13 
Westwick | 2 = = 2 — 
Wilbraham, Great 8 4 | 2 1 
Wilbraham, Little eee 3 = _ — 
Willingham 49 24 9 4 12 

Totals 919 409 107 84 319 


* Purchased by the Council. 
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5. Temporary Accommodation 

The Council has no families living in hutments or requisitioned property. There is, however, 
an ever increasing need for emergency accommodation to enable the Council to assist those evicted 
under Court Orders and otherwise homeless families. Two old cottages at Fulbourn owned by the 
Council were reconditioned on a short-term basis for this purpose but have remained occupied by 
families who have not unfortunately been rehoused into permanent accommodation. This aspect 
of the housing problem is perhaps the most distressing of all and the most difficult to solve, especially 
having regard to the fact that young children are frequently involved. 


6. Improvement Grants (Discretionary) 
Since its inception in 1949 the Council has operated this scheme apart from two periods when 


applications were suspended temporarily owing to the large numbers in hand. A summary of action 
taken since the introduction of the Act (up to 31.3.62) is appended below:— 


Total applications for grants received .. +: a ed 471 
Total applications approved - a i aed + me 463 
Total applications disapproved .. a8 = Ws rn af 8 
Total number of dwellings involved - : - - 5 623 
Total cost of approved work (not withdrawn) — ¥ 6% af £309,803 16s. 4d. 
Average total cost per dwelling ie af ua ee a £497 5s. 6d. 
Total amount of grant involved .. ai Ae Sas 4s x £146,362 14s. 7d. 
Average amount of grant per dwelling .. a >i 5; +t £234 18s. 8d. 
Total payments made up to 31.3.62 it H ha 2 wi £132,752 10s. 11d. 
Approved schemes provided for the following :— 
Remedying fundamental defects in the structure of the dwelling .. i ¥ 124 
Fitting larger windows to improve light and ventilation of oF y be 161 
Laying on internal water supply .. be ae re bie A a a 122 
Installation of hot water system Sa ahs we iy iy ee £ 599 
Provision of water closet .. ce Ne ts its 53 a Ee. “ 521 
Provision of bath ag Ha ie ae re e fe ue as 556 
Provision of sink .. ian . Ay -y £ ot 289 
Provision of new or improved drainage bie ue = = a ae 566 
Provision of gas or electric points 313 Ng ~ oie oa Ap og 519 
Installation of new heating appliances .. =e be “$ “5. i if 418 
Provision of new or improved food stores ie 8 of a * = 262 
Provision of solid fuel cooking panes é <h af ia Be =o 153 
Provision of fuel stores... a ns Hy. “ of a “es 91 
Additional accommodation 

(a) living room(s) .. ag ra a aes im 52 i 5 63 

(b) bedroom(s) pr mL! 4. >t ee a 30 A i 44 
It is interesting to note that the dwellings included in approved schemes were owned as follows :— 
Owner/Occupiers .. re ae A oe aa bys a im “ 281 
Small property owners... sti e a a st. 154 
Large individual property owners (exceeding 10) - - Ss S = 26 
Estates, Property Companies, etc. Sef >, ey be bg by od 162 


Improvements Grants (Standard) 

Since this scheme was introduced in June, 1959, 297 applications have been received of which 
153 have received final approval up to 31st March, 1962. This scheme is much simpler in operation 
and every encouragement is given to owners to take advantage of it. It is especially appropriate in 
those parishes where new public sewers are becoming available. As it is paid on final cost the necessity 
for obtaining several tenders for the work is avoided, checking made easier and the delay in dealing 
with applications cut down. One would like to see a greater proportion of the applications being 
made in respect of tenanted property. 
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7. Rent Act, 1957 


The certificate of disrepair procedure laid down under this Act has contributed nothing to the 
repair position in a rural area such as this. During 1961 no applications were received and conse- 
quently none issued. Some landlords may have been discouraged from charging the maximum 
permitted rent for properties in poor repair but generally speaking the procedure for securing a certi- 
ficate is far too cumbersome and complicated for the average tenant. 


8. Old People’s Bungalows 

The Council has always been conscious of the necessity for making provision for housing elderly 
people in the district and in 1956 built an old peoples’ unit of 18 bungalows (with a resident warden) 
as part of their Histon estate. This, the first of its kind in the County, was an immediate success, and 
a similar unit of approximately 25 bungalows will form part of the Council’s scheme for their site at 
Grantchester which is in course of preparation by Consulting Architects. 


9. The Remaining Need 
This may still be summarised as follows :— 


(i) The completion of the slum clearance programme. 

At the present time there are approximately 100 occupied condemned houses some of which have 
had orders on them for three/four years. It is also estimated that approximately 220 new dwellings 
are required to deal with the above and to complete the five years’ programme of slum clearance. 

The allocation of new dwellings approved by the Minister for 1962 is 55—for all purposes!! 


(ii) Provision of accommodation for the aged. 

The great need for additional accommodation for old people has been recognised. Early in 
1962 the Ministry of Health issued Circular 2/62 to Local Health Authorities calling on them to plan 
their services for the next 10 years and, in doing so, to take into consideration the plans of the Housing 
Authorities in providing housing for the aged. This has led to the preparation of a comprehensive 
long term programme. 


(111) The reduction of the general housing list. 

At the 3lst March, 1962, there were 785 approved applicants on the Council’s list. Having 
regard to the relatively insignificant house building programme and the drop in the casual vacancy 
rate (now approximately 70 per annum) the chances of reducing the present list is small. It is almost 
impossible to secure emergency accommodation for evicted families and similar urgent cases. 


(iv) To determine a future policy when (1), (ii) and (iii) have been met. 

In view of the remarks above it is unlikely that this aspect of the problem will require consideration 
for a very long time. The Housing Act, 1961, has, however, altered the whole subsidy structure 
and may enable more consideration to be given to building for general needs. Consideration might 
be given to the possibility of building houses for sale or alternatively making land available at a reason- 
able price to persons willing to erect their own dwellings. 


10. Moveable Dwellings 

The villages surrounding the City of Cambridge have become a dormitory area and, with the 
large floating population associated with the University, Civil Service and Military Establishments, 
residential caravanning is resorted to on a fairly large scale. Undoubtedly, this form of accommoda- 
tion which is becoming more elaborate and better equipped each year makes a marked contribution 
towards reducing the housing problems in the district. As will be seen from the figures below—over 
600 families are at present accommodated in this fashion. 

Whilst the introduction of the Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act, 1960 has streng- 
thened the hands of local authorities and has enabled them to secure proper standards of sanitation 
and amenity on caravan sites, it has brought in its train an immense amount of administrative work 
for the department. 
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The process of reviewing all existing sites and planning consents is almost complete and the 
position at 31.12.61 was as follows:— 


No. of Sites No. of Caravans 


Total licences in force at 31.12.61 #: EP bd bs 122 558 
(a) Permanent planning consent .. Ve "2 bie 29 250 
(b) Short term planning consent .. ae ae oe 93 308 
Applications refused on planning grounds =m? : a 14 67 
Applications awaiting planning consent (Caravans on te) 6 8 55 
Applications awaiting planning consent (No caravans on site) 2 2 
Sites being “‘ run down ”’ during the year (licences refused or 
work not proceeding) ae ae bs Ee a 15 31 


Once the planning aspect has been resolved a licence is issued by the Council with a standard set 
of conditions attached, modelled on the Minister’s recommendations and a reasonable period is 
allowed for compliance based on the amount of work to be executed. The effect of this policy is 
now beginning to emerge and at a recent review carried out at the end of February 1962 the following 
results were noted :— 


53% of caravans (11% of sites) now have W.C’s available. 
21% of caravans (11% of sites) are installing W.C’s 
26 % of caravans (78 % of sites) the installation of W.C’s is not obligatory (mostly single caravans) 


It is pleasing to record that this not unsatisfactory result has been achieved by co-operation with 
the site operators and without the necessity for statutory action. By adopting a uniform standard, 
little difficulty has been experienced providing permanent or long term planning consent was forth- 
coming and there were sufficient caravans on the site to warrant the capital outlay. In only a few 
cases have site operators decided to close down rather than bring their sites up to the requisite standard 
and in such cases, a reasonable “ run down” period is permitted to avoid hardship for the existing 
tenants. 


Generally speaking, there is still an overall shortage of sites which may be intensified for a time 
as smaller sites close. In this respect it would be of distinct advantage if at least one large local au- 
thority site could be made available. The scarcity and prohibitive cost of land in the areas of demand 
render such a scheme extremely difficult, however. 


Whilst one welcomes the contribution caravans make towards solving some urgent problems of 
housing, at least temporarily, they also produce problems of their own, e.g., acute overcrowding in 
some cases without hope of early alleviation and evictions from sub-let caravans where the tenants 
have no security of tenure. The department does everything possible to discourage the continued 
use of sub-standard, inferior and worn-out caravans for permanent residential use and also the sub- 
letting of caravans from which some of the most difficult rehousing problems arise. Because of the 
fire risk that exists with many caravans, particularly of the older type, the Officers of the department 
have collaborated closely with the County Fire Brigade’s Fire Prevention Officer in ensuring the provi- 
sion of adequate fire fighting equipment on all sites. 


As a short term project the modern caravan has a useful part to play in making available accom- 
modation for certain types of family such as newly-weds, couples out at work all day and persons who 
are unable, for one reason or another, to settle permanently in one locality. The standard of accom- 
modation and equipment available today is quite remarkable compared with a few years ago. One 
would, however, feel more reassured if there were some security of tenure for tenants of rented cara- 
vans; more stringent control over sub-letting and better prospects of rehousing once the children are 
born. 
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TABLE 2 


POST WAR HOUSING 
PARISH ALLOCATION 


(Houses allocated and completed since the war including those under contract or commenced at 31.3.62). 


Permanent Construction Temp. Accom. 

Allocated Completed Allocated | Completed 

Bungalows Bungalows Huts and Huts and 

Houses and Flats Houses and Flats | Prefabs etc. | Prefabs etc. 
Barton 6 _— 6 —— = = 
Bourn 54 12 54 12 == == 
Boxworth 4 — 4 = aoe A Es 
Caxton 19 10 19 10 — — 
Comberton 34 28 34 28 — = 
Conington 8 — 8 — Poe pe 
Coton 50 3 50 3 = == 
Cottenham 76 8 76 8 10 10 
Croxton 8 — 8 == =o ML, 
Dry Drayton 8 14 8 = = — 
Elsworth 12 — 12 — 7 — 
Eltisley 9 — 9 — — = 
Fen Ditton 24 2 24 2 — == 
Fen Drayton 26 12 20 4 — — 
Fulbourn 70 18 70 18 10 10 
Girton 85 20 85 20 — = 
Grantchester 8 — 8 = _—— —_ 
Graveley 14 6 14 6 == = 
Harlton 7 — 7 — = _ 
Harston 58 10 58 10 — a 
Haslingfield 38 15 38 15 — — 
Histon 102 34 102 34 = i 
Horningsea 16 4 16 4 — — 
Impington 36 2 36 2 10 10 
Knapwell 6 oo 6 — — oe 
Landbeach 14 2 14 Z a om 
Lolworth 8 6 8 6 — = 
Longstanton 26 9 26 9 == = 
Madingley 8 —- 8 — — — 
Milton 28 — 28 — — = 
Newton + — 4 — = _# 
Oakington 24 19 24 19 10 10 
Over 22 5 22 5 — = 
Rampton 11 _- 11 — — = 
Shelford, Great 144 42 144 42 10 10 
Shelford, Little Ze 14 18 — = a 
Stapleford 10 — 10 — — — 
Stow-cum-Quy 28 6 28 6 —s == 
Swavesey 26 6 26 6 — — 
Teversham 36 26 36 26 — — 
Toft 12 — 12 — 15 is 
Waterbeach 53 40 53 40 — = 
Wilbraham, Great 8 — 8 — — == 
Wilbraham, Little 18 6 18 6 — — 
Willingham 41 15 41 15 — aoe 
Totals 1321 394 1311 358 50 50 
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WATER SUPPLY 


Generally 


With all fifty-two villages in the Council’s area having a mains supply available no main laying 
was carried out during the year. New mains on housing estates have been laid by the Contractors 
concerned to the Council’s specification. 

There are only two statutory water authorities in the area, i.e., The Cambridge University and 
Town Waterworks Company and the Council, although supplies are drawn from ten different sources. 
Four of these are outside the Council’s area. The Council purchases bulk supplies from the Chesterton 
and St. Ives Joint Water Board (of which it is a constituent member) for distribution within the district. 

With a population increasing at the rate of 1,000 a year and the ever increasing requirements 
for agriculture and horticulture, the Council is experiencing considerable difficulty in meeting current 
demands. The task is made more difficult by the complicated distribution system and an almost 
entire absence of storage reservoirs. Many of the mains are of considerable age and are now proving 
inadequate in size. Although major improvements have not been carried out because of the impending 
re-grouping of water undertakings, tenders are, being invited for the relaying of approximately 14 
miles of mains in the Willingham area where the supply position is particularly precarious. 

With the exception of the supply from the Cambridge Water Company the water is generally 
very hard and in some areas trouble arises from the high iron content accentuated by the lack of 
storage. 

The link main installed in 1960 to take an additional supply to the Willingham-Over area from 
the trunk main of the Ramsey and St. Ives Joint Water Board is still not in operation owing to the 
failure of the two authorities to reach agreement on the terms. 


Regrouping of Water Undertakings 


The Minister of Housing and Local Government has published the draft of the Cambridge 
Waterworks Order, 1961, which provides for the Cambridge University and Town Waterworks Com- 
pany taking over the existing water undertakings within the following local authority areas :— 


Chesterton Rural District 

South Cambridgeshire Rural District 

St. Ives Rural District 

St. Ives Borough and Huntingdonshire 

Ramsey Urban District 

It also provides for the extension of the Company’s Statutory area of supply to the added limits. 

The Council has recognised the need for regrouping in the interests of efficient administration 
but is opposed to the present proposal which denies the Council direct representation on the control- 
ling body. An appeal has been made but the Minister has indicated his intention of making the 
Order substantially as drafted with effect from Ist April, 1963. After careful consideration the 
Council has decided to submit a petition to the House of Lords on the principle of representation. 
Meanwhile, the Council is co-operating with the Cambridge Water Company to enable schemes to 
be prepared for the major improvements necessary. Unless these can be implemented quickly there 
is likely to be serious local difficulty in meeting the ever increasing demand for water in the area. 


Sufficiency of Supply 

A good deal of anxiety was occasioned during the Summer of 1961 owing to the demand for 
water exceeding the available supply in a number of parishes—notably Over and Willingham. In 
fact, for a period from 10th June until 30th September it was necessary to prohibit the use of water 
for purposes other than domestic use and the watering of stock throughout the statutory area of the 
Council (thirty-eight parishes). Other emergency measures taken included the prohibition of new 
metered supplies and taking a temporary supply from the trunk main of the Ramsey and St. Ives 
Joint Water Board. 

While it is true that the Council’s wells at Over and Willingham were taxed to capacity the prob- 
lems were often more associated with lack of pressure due to distribution difficulties. The total 
storage capacity in the Council’s statutory area is no more than 68,000 gallons whereas 1} million 
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gallons, i.e. three days consumption, is the normally accepted requirement. Further the position 
would have been less acute if means could have been found to restrict the quite unreasonable use of 
the supply for irrigation purposes. Geological investigations are being made in the Over/Willingham 
area to see if local supplies can be augmented but it is more likely, however, that the Willingham 
Works will be abandoned eventually and a bulk supply taken from the Cambridge Water Company. 


As previously reported a permanent connection has now been made to the trunk main of the 
Ramsey and St. Ives Joint Water Board to supplement the supplies to the parishes of Over and Willing- 
ham subject to a maximum of 100,000 gallons per day. It is disturbing to note that final agreement 
has not so far been reached between the two authorities and in consequence the additional supply 
is not yet available. Tenders have also been invited for the renewal of approximately 14 miles of 
mains in the Willingham area in larger diameter pipes so as to relieve the position as much as possible 
and to make available to the best advantage the additional supply mentioned above. It is not antici- 
pated that these measures will effect very much improvement generally; no real progress is possible 
until the question of regrouping has been finally settled and larger capital schemes can be implemented. 


Chlorination and Softening 


All public supplies in the area are chlorinated with the exception of the Council’s small Works 
at Harston (serving approximately 1,500 population). Supplies, generally, are very hard with the 
exception of water supplied by the Cambridge University and Town Waterworks Company which is 
softened before distribution. Typical analyses are shown in Table 4. The Chesterton and St. Ives 
Joint Water Board has received approval from the Minister to invite tenders for softening plants at 
two of their Waterworks (Lordsbridge and Kingston) and this work is likely to proceed in advance 
of any regrouping of undertakings. 


Even so, only part of the supply area will receive softened water. 


The high natural iron content of the water drawn from the greensand bores, especially at Lords 
bridge, coupled with the absence of adequate storage often gives rise to complaints of unpleasant 
taste and smell, particularly from consumers living in the South Western part of the district. Frequent 
flushing of the mains has effected some improvement, however. 


The Public Analyst has commented strongly on the high nitrate figure obtained from analysis 
of the supply at Willingham (and occasionally Over) where water is drawn from the river gravels. 
The figure for the Willingham supply has been as high as 2.35 parts per 100,000 with a consequent 
risk of met-haemoglobinaemia in infants and possibly aged persons. Medical practitioners and 
district nurses in the area have been notified of the position since no simple treatment for the removal 
of the nitrate is possible. This factor will no doubt be borne in mind when the future of this source 
of supply is under consideration. 


Sampling 


Regular sampling is carried out throughout the distribution system. Check samples are sub- 
mitted to the Public Health Laboratories for bacteriological examination and full chemical and bac- 
teriological reports are obtained at quarterly intervals from the Public Analyst. 


The results are shown in Table 3. 


Parish 


Barton 

Bourn 
Boxworth 
Caldecote 
Caxton 
Childerley 
Comberton 
Conington 
Coton 
Cottenham 
Croxton 

Dry Drayton 
Elsworth 
Eltisley 

Fen Ditton 
Fen Drayton 
Fulbourn 
Girton 
Grantchester 
Graveley 
Hardwick 
Harlton 
Harston 
Haslingfield 
Hauxton 
Histon 
Horningsea 
Impington 
Knapwell 
Landbeach 
Lolworth 
Longstanton 
Madingley 
Milton 
Newton 
Oakington 
Over 
Papworth Everard 
Papworth St. Agnes 
Rampton 
Shelford, Great 
Shelford, Little 
Stapleford 
Stow-cum-Quy 
Swavesey 
Teversham 
Toft 
Waterbeach 
Westwick 
Wilbraham, Great 
Wilbraham, Little 
Willingham 


Chemical Bac. 


i i) be’ T= ei TF PSF SST TH TT eT al esl ah Th 


TABLE No. 3 


WATER SAMPLING YEAR ENDING 31.12.61 


Public Supplies 


Satisfactory 
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Private Supplies 


Unsatisfactory 
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The unsatisfactory samples from the public supplies were mostly due to minor bacteriological 
contamination due to disturbance of the system for tappings, bursts, etc., and were quickly detected 
and remedied. 


In the case of private supplies yielding unsatisfactory results the wells were opened up and im- 
proved or alternative supplies arranged. 


Typical results of analyses from the five principle sources of supply are set out in the following 
Table No. 4. 


TABLE NO. 4 


TYPICAL RESULTS OF ANALYSES OF PUBLIC SUPPLY 


Cambridge | Willingham | Joint Water | Harston Over 
Water Co. | Waterworks Board Waterworks | Waterworks 


Physical Characters Good Good Good Good 
Reaction (pH value) lez 7.0 Tee: 8.0 
Paits per 100,000 
Chlorine 2.10 3.4 Wes 2 
Ammonia (free and saline) absent 0.0016 0.0126 0.0612 
Ammonia (albuminoid) 0.0042 0.0044 0.0028 0.0012 
Oxygen absorbed in 3 hours at 37°C. 0.0362 0.0528 0.0247 0.0458 
Nitrites absent absent absent absent 
Nitrates 0.55 1.80 absent absent 
Poisonous Metals absent absent absent absent absent 
Bacteriological Examination 
Coliform organisms in 100 mls. Nil i Nil Nil Nil 
No. of micro-organisms per ml. developing 
atis7g@- Nil i Nil Nil Nil 
No. of micro-organisms per ml. developing 
at 2c: Nil i Nil Nil Nil 
Maximum hardness during year 
(parts per 100,000) 21.8 36.0 5:3 47.6 
Minimum hardness during year 
(parts per 100.000) 12.1 30.6 absent 44.1 


SUMMARY OF WORK CARRIED OUT BY DEPARTMENT YEAR ENDING 31.12.61 


Total Number of visits made re water supplies 6 2 x ait i 357 
Total samples taken... 42 x et - ue f. a ba, or 190 
Samples reported fit: 
(a) public supplies ane ae = - i ar iy y we 147 
(b) private supplies as oe Be 7 ae i is i, op 7 
Samples reported unfit: 
(a) public supplies - re: - “€ ra = = or ray 20 
(b) private supplies es 4s: si =A ar ir cs He 23 16 
Water supplies improved as a result of action by the department e% oh oe 6 


20 


TABLE NO. 5 


PIPED WATER SUPPLIES AT 31.3.62 


Estimated No. of No. of 
Population Statutory Dwellings Dwellings 
PARISH Mid 1960 Authority (Rate Books) taking Supply 
31153262 (Rated) 
Barton 750 CRD:C 276 226 
Bourn 740 C.R.D.C. 284 262 
Boxworth 180 C.R.D.C. 66 64 
Caldecote 370 C.R.D.C. 129 121 
Caxton 350 C.R.D.C. 124 122 
Childerley 20 (CA DNC 7 6 
Comberton 780 CEDIC: 304 283 
Conington 110 CRD. 45 45 
Coton 510 C.W.W. 180 165 
Cottenham 2,600 C.R.D.C. 926 911 
Croxton 170 CREDIC. 66 60 
Dry Drayton 380 GERD: 143 140 
Elsworth 450 CRED:C: 187 186 
Eltisley 260 CRDIC: 99 98 
Fen Ditton 670 C.W.W. 235 194 
Fen Drayton 420 CRD:G: 157 149 
Fulbourn 2.973+ C.W.W. GALS) 662 
Girton 2,985+ C.W.W. 925 906 
Grantchester 460 C.W.W. 171 167 
Graveley 170 GIRED:G: 62 56 
Hardwick 430 CRDIC. 174 156 
Harlton 250 CRED: GC: 102 94 
Harston 1,090 C.R.D.C. 388 383 
Haslingfield 790 CRIDIC: 306 274 
Hauxton 440 C.R.D.C. 163 161 
Histon 3,260 C.W.W. 1,128 1,098 
Horningsea 350 CREDIC, 124 116 
Impington 1,310 C.W.W. 448 446 
Knapwell 90 CRDIC. 36 32 
Landbeach 630 ERD. 206 176 
Lolworth 90 C.R.D.C. 48 39 
Longstanton 1,856 CRDIC. 429* 418* 
Madingley 200 C.W.W. 68 66 
Milton 780 C.W.W. 291 251 
Newton 300 C.R.D.C. 105 85 
Oakington 672+ C.R.D.C. 251 238 
Over 900 C.R.D.C. 344 312 
Papworth Everard 1,200+ C.R.D.C. 287 287 
Papworth St. Agnes 60 C.R.D.C. 3) 31 
Rampton 280 CREDIC; 95 91 
Shelford, Great 3,640} C.W.W. 1,290 1,189 
Shelford, Little 738 C.W.W 231 199 
Stapleford 1,410 C.W.W. 508 456 
Stow-cum-Quy 430 ECRDIC: 152 134 
Swavesey 888 CRED.GC: 327 317 
Teversham 720 C.W.W. 290 227 
Toft 290 GRED'C. 111 106 
Waterbeach 2,899 CR D:C: 794** 734** 
Westwick 40 E:R-Dic: 14 14 
Wilbraham, Great 420 C.W.W. 160 146 
Wilbraham, Littie 370 C.R.D.C. 136 127 
Willingham 1,799+ C.R.D.C. 659 645 
Totals 43,970 14,798 13,871 (93.7%) 


C.R.D.C. Chesterton Rural District Council. 
C.W.W. Cambridge University and Town Waterworks Company. 


* Including 184 Service dwellings 
** Including 155 Service dwellings 
+ Including Hospital, College and Institutional residents. 
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Refuse Collection 


PUBLIC CLEANSING 


The Chief Public Health Inspector remains responsible for public cleansing throughout the area 
and during 1961 the following schedules were operated :— 


Weekly 


Fortnightly 


Parish 
Barton 
Bourn 
Boxworth 
Caldecote 
Caxton 
Childerley 
Comberton 
Conington 
Coton 
Cottenham 
Croxton 
Dry Drayton 
Elsworth 
Eltisley 
Fen Ditton 


Parish 


Girton 
Harston 
Hauxton 
Histon 
Impington 


Shelford, Great 
Shelford, Little 
Stapleford 


No. of 
Houses 


276 
284 

66 
129 


44 Parishes 9,717 Houses (66.5%) 


8 Parishes 


Parish 


Fen Drayton 
Fulbourn 
Grantchester 
Graveley 
Hardwick 
Harlton 
Haslingfield 
Horningsea 
Knapwell 
Landbeach 
Lolworth 
Longstanton 
Madingley 
Milton 
Newton 


No. of Houses 


5,081 houses 


(33.5%) 


No. of 
Houses 
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Parish 


Oakington 

Over 

Papworth Everard 
Papworth St. Agnes 
Rampton 
Stow-cum-Quy 
Swavesey 
Teversham 

Toft 

Waterbeach 
Westwick 
Wilbraham, Great 
Wilbraham, Little 
Willingham 


No. of 
Houses 


251 
344 
287 

32 

95 
152 
327 


- 290 


111 
794 

14 
160 
136 
659 


Basically, there are three major problems associated with refuse collection in this district. Firstly, 
the very large area served and the great number of villages. Secondly, the widely differing characteri- 
stics of the district varying from the highly urbanised dormitory villages immediately adjoining the 
City boundary to the isolated fen hamlets and thirdly, the rapid development taking place, particularly 
in the nexus villages. 


The cost of any scheme is, of course, borne by the general rate and it is natural for all villages 
to require a service. At the present time it has only been possible to provide a weekly service in the 
more urban parishes which do contain, however, 33.5% of the houses, and a fortnightly one in the 
remainder of the district. The present schedules which have operated since 1959 were reviewed in 
November, 1961 in a comprehensive report which indicated that for an additional equivalent 7d. rate 
(reducing finally to 34d.) the whole area could be served by a weekly collection. The Council, how- 
ever, postponed consideration of such a scheme for twelve months. Some increase in the frequency 
of collections, especially in the larger parishes such as Fulbourn with 715 houses cannot be long delayed. 
In this connection it is interesting to note that the average annual expenditure per head of population 
on this service for 16 comparable authorities was 13/7d. as against this Council’s 9/2d. 


Nevertheless, when one considers the problems mentioned above and the amenity afforded, the 
service cannot be considered an expensive one although it already costs the equivalent of an 11.3d. rate, 
and is only maintained at this figure by enlisting the co-operation of householders in placing their bins 
out for kerbside collection. The cost of a back door collection or even the more modern conception 
of disposable paper sacks would be quite unacceptable at the present time—however desirable. 


The present programme is carried out by a fleet of six diesel engined 16/18 cu. yd. vehicles of the 
fore and aft tipping type—the last of the old petrol vehicles being taken out of commission during the 
year. 


The cleansing section is based at a modern depot some seven miles out of the City. This does 
not appear to adversely affect the recruitment of labour and no difficulty has been experienced in 
this respect; in fact, the section has a waiting list of applicants for employment. Only the minimum 
staff is employed to complete the schedules and difficulties are encountered at Bank Holidays, when 
some curtailment of the collections is unavoidable. Some consideration is being given to the supply 
of paper sacks on these occasions. 


Disposal 


It will be noted that the department is faced with the unenviable task of disposing of some 12,500 
tons of refuse per annum. The area, being flat with a high water table has very few suitable sites for 
the purpose and the increasing development in the more rural villages reduces still further the available 
tips which can be used without bringing forth a spate of complaints from nearby residents. A further 
problem is the changing character of the refuse which is becoming much lighter, more bulky and 
containing an increased amount of putrescible material. As little or no covering material is available, 
unless purchased at prohibitive cost, a system has been evolved whereby four tips are used (mainly 
disused chalk pits or gravel workings) and the refuse burnt on arrival. The residue is levelled and 
consolidated by means of a Bristol Duplex bulldozer purchased during the year. This machine fitted 
with skate equipment for road transportation visits each tip successively on a weekly programme and 
is ideally suited to the work. The advantages of the system are many, i.e., conservation of tipping 
space, better consolidation and freedom from flies, rats and other pests. 


Prior to adopting this method no satisfactory means could be found for dealing with the fly 
problem in spite of using all the available insecticides. 


All the tips are under constant surveillance by the Department’s Pests Officer and treated if 
required. 


The time is approaching when consideration must be given to disposal on a regional basis in 
conjunction with other authorities. It may well be that one central disposal plant, with consequent 
improvement in the recovery of salvageable materials and ultimate disposal of the tailings would 
prove to be not only the most efficient but the most economical way of dealing with the problems, if 
not of the whole county, then at least the urban areas. 
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Collection of Salvage 

As previously mentioned, domestic refuse today contains a high proportion of waste paper, 
cartons and wrappings, etc., which is an embarrassment necessitating larger vehicles and presenting 
disposal difficulties. It would be an advantage if such material could be collected separately and sold. 
Unfortunately, there has been no improvement in the salvage market during the year. The low price 
obtained for baled waste paper and the absence of any guaranteed long term outlet for it, renders its 
recovery quite uneconomical, bearing in mind the additional labour and plant required and the quite 
serious fire risk arising from the storage of this material. 


Statistics 
Briefly the cost statements for the year ending 31st March, 1962 reveal the following:— 
Total mileage travelled .. ! i ! 63,623 miles 


Cost per mile (excluding loan charges) .. - % x a 14.4 pence 
Estimated tons of refuse collected and disposed of .. & ws 12,447 tons 
Estimated net cost per ton (collection and disposal) .. by fe 2 i 
Estimated number of clearances - * —e sa =i 516,854 
Average cost per clearance me me a - ee a 8.1 pence 
Estimated average miles per ton .. so af a - 2 5.1 miles 
Estimated miles per gallon (petrol) bis 7 2, os B 7.2 m.p.h.g 
Estimated miles per gallon (diesel) me a a we e 11.5 m.p.g. 
Net Annual cost per 1,000 dwellings .. ais ee rie ee 2 a 

Net Annual cost per 1,000 population O. - * is £384 4 6 


Cesspool Emptying 

There is a continuing demand for this service in spite of the increasing number of parishes served 
by public sewers. No doubt this is accounted for by the development taking place in the more rural 
areas not yet sewered. Two Karrier/Yorkshire 700 gallon vehicles are operated—one being retained 
mainly on Council work, e.g., desludging small estate sewage plants, cleansing village drains, etc., 
and the other is fully employed on the casual emptying of private cesspools on a re-chargeable basis. 
Both are equipped for the collection of night soil if required. An order has been placed for the 
delivery of a new diesel powered 800 gallon vehicle to replace the earlier of the two petrol vehicles. 

The Council’s charges for private cesspool emptying remain at 35/- plus 15/- for each additional 
load and has remained unaltered since 1951 despite rising costs. 

A summary of the work carried our during the year ending 31st March, 1962 is as follows:— 

Actual mileage travelled ; ae 2: bs 20,816 miles 


Estimated cost per mile .. ge sh 7 & ie ij 16.3 pence 
Number of clearances made iy 3% b% at od ae 1,447 
Estimated cost per clearance bie 3 as $3 i bs £2. 41 3 
Estimated number of loads disposed of ‘. ‘3 a5 oT 2,045 
Estimated cost per load .. LG ; £1 11 4 


Disposal of cesspool contents is becoming an increasing problem and only rarely can agricultural 
land be used without nuisance or danger to health. As far as possible, the Council’s tankers discharge 
into public sewers, although from an engineering point of view it is difficult to select suitable manholes 
where ample flow is available and which are sufficiently far removed from dwellings to prevent a 
nuisance. As more villages are sewered a reduction in demand for this service is to be expected. 


Night Soil Collection 

No general collection of night soil is undertaken by the Council but a private firm of contractors 
carries out a service throughout the district at a nominal charge of approximately 1/9 per clearance. 
This service is widely used. 

The Council continues to carry out the following weekly collections :— 

Waterbeach (approximately 350 pails) by direct labour. 

Grantchester (approximately 28 pails) by private contract. : 

The work carried out by the Council’s direct labour in the parish of Waterbeach during the year 
ending 31st March, 1962 was as follows:— 

Total bucket clearances .. se ae <7 - See a 17,940 

Estimated cost per clearance 2 eee re Ks tn * 5.5 pence 
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SWIMMING POOLS 


There are no public swimming pools in the Council’s area although the City Authorities operate 
three open air pools, two of which are chlorinated. There is much bathing in the River Cam both 
above and below Cambridge and the condition of the river from a bacteriological point of view gives 
cause for concern. Samples taken during the Summer of 1961 showed very high bacterial counts and 
notices were again displayed along the banks intimating that the river was considered unfit for bathing. 
This gave rise to some confused comment bearing in mind that according to River Board Standards 
the river has always been regarded as clean—judged on purely chemical considerations. The depart- 
ment works in close collaboration with the Chief Pollution Officer of the River Board and sampling 
is carried out concurrently by both departments. 

Several schools in the area have been supplied with outdoor pools—mostly by voluntary labour, 
notably Girton, Stapleford and Waterbeach and a further one is under construction at Swavesey 
Village College. The department has co-operated with advice on suitable chlorination methods and 
regular sampling is undertaken. Similar facilities are made available to builders and householders 
constructing private pools. 

No legal standard is laid down for swimming bath waters but it is indicated in the Ministry of 
Health Report No. 71 (1956) that, wherever possible, the water in swimming baths should reach the 
standard of drinking water. This ideal is not really feasible in swimming baths operated on the fill 
and empty system without a proper chlorination system being incorporated in a circularity system. 
However, as the following table shows the only pool without these facilities produced quite good 
results. 

Swimming bath water is liable to contamination with organisms coming from the human nose, 
mouth, skin and bowel. The samples are therefore, examined not only for excremental organisms 
but also to check the degree of contamination with non-excremental organisms. A recommended 
standard suggests that no sample should contain any coliform organisms in 100 ml. of water; that 
75 % of the samples examined from the bath should not exceed 10 colonies and that in the remainder 
the count should not exceed 100 colonies. 

All the school pools are unheated and their use is, therefore, restricted to the warmer summer 
months. In Stapleford and Waterbeach continuous circulation, filtration and chlorination of the 
water is carried out. At Waterbeach four out of seven samples taken were unsatisfactory but, by the 
time this was remedied the season was almost over. At Stapleford, whilst by close and skilled control 
breakpoint chlorination was achieved, three failures occurred when the pump was unavoidably out of 
action for a limited period and chlorine had to be hand-dosed. 

At Girton Glebe School continuous circulation and filtration was in use and chlorine hand-dosed. 
After failing to attain the necessary bacteriological standard in 1960 a technique was developed in 
1961 which produced results almost comparable with the breakpoint method. Notwithstanding this 
success, however, the school hopes to incorporate in the circulation system an automatic dosing 
plant for chlorination of the water. 


SAMPLES TAKEN DURING YEAR ENDING 31.12.61 


Swimming Pools 


Plate Plate | Plate | 


Count Count Count 
Swimming Pool Total Samples | Samples | Samples | Coliform Bact. 
Samples not not exceeding | Bacillis Coli 
Taken | exceeding | exceeding 100 Present Present 
10 100 Colonies 


Colonies | Colonies 


Girton Glebe School 9 6 


1 

Stapleford School 10 9 3 
Waterbeach School 7 3 2 
Totals 6 


River Samples 


Place Bact. Coli at 37°C. Bact. Coli (Type I) 

Hauxton Well 1800 per 100 ml. 95 per 100 ml. 
Harston 18000 bed 9000 “a 
Clayhithe Waterbeach 1800 +- or 1800 +- 
3 18000 > 6000 A 
Pe 1800+ - 1800+ = 
i 18000 +- . 1800 Je 
if 18000 +- i 16000 4 


SHOP ACTS 
The following summary shows the action taken by the Department during the year:— 
Total number of shops on Register (31.12.62) of ks be Pa . 296 
Inspections recorded Be =e 580 


The work of the Department is limited to action under Section Thirty-eight of the Shops Act, 
1950 dealing with ventilation and temperature of shops and the provision of sanitary accommodation 
for employees. Most of the shops in the area are small family concerns and employ few, if any, 
assistants. 

Little difficulty is, therefore, experienced since the Department is not concerned with hours of 
closing, etc. 


VERMINOUS PERSONS OR PREMISES 


Little call is now made on the services of the Department for cleansing or fumigation, no doubt 
due to the improved home conditions and welfare services available to old people. Only two premises 
were fumigated during the year. 

The occasional fumigation of bedding is effected by arrangement with the City Authorities at 
their new disinfector and the services of the Cleansing Staff and Pests Officer remain available for 
cleaning-up premises vacated by aged and/or infirm persons. 


SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE 


Public Schemes 

During the year the contract for sewering Little Shelford (approximately 250 houses) was com- 
pleted and that for Stapleford (approximately 500 houses) almost completed apart from remedial 
works. In the latter case a separate contract is being entered into for sewering several small private 
estates developed since the preparation of the original scheme. 

Good progress continues to be made on the sewering of Cottenham (approximately 1,000 houses) 
and it is anticipated that the majority of the new sewers will be available by mid 1962. The Council 
has included in the Contract for free-re connection of all properties which at present drain to the old 
village system and the laying of laterals is well in hand. It is interesting to note that after survey by 
the department 281 properties were considered eligible for free re-connection and 83 were not con- 
ceded. At the time of writing 127 properties have been dealt with. 


Future Proposals 

Following upon the joint report prepared by the Medical Officer of Health and the Chief Public 
Health Inspector and presented to the Council in November, 1960 (reproduced in the 1960 Annual 
Report) the Council accepted the recommendations and agreed a programme of priority for future 
sewerage schemes. The following progress has been made:— 


Haslingfield (306 houses) re 
Hauxton (163 houses) }+Scheme prepared by consultants and awaiting submission to 
Harston (388 houses) Ministry. 
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Over (344 houses) 

Swavesey (327 houses) >Scheme prepared by Council’s Engineer. 

Willingham (659 houses) 

Landbech (206 houses) \ Preparation of Scheme by Council’s Engineer well advanced. 
Waterbeach (794 houses) Negotiations in hand for use of R.A.F. Sewage works. 
Coton (180 houses) \ Schemes in preparation in conjunction with private developers. 
Comberton (304 houses) 

Longstanton (429 houses) Scheme prepared by Council’s Engineer awaiting submission to 


Ministry. 


Schemes will be prepared for the following parishes as the next priority :— 


Horningsea 
Fen Ditton 


Dry Drayton 


Oakington 


(124 houses) 
(235 houses) 


By Council’s Engineer. 


(143 houses) \ By Consultant Engineers. 


(251 houses) 


Sewer Extensions 


During the year sewer extensions were carried out in the following parishes :— 
Girton—Hicks Lane 

Teversham—Completion of village scheme 

Impington—St. Andrews Way, etc. (not yet completed). 


Council Estates 


A full report has been prepared (in conjunction with the Council’s Architect) showing the overall 
position with regard to drainage on the whole of the Council’s estates (See Table No. 6). It will be 
seen that of a total of 3,059 houses owned by the Council 1,066 (35%) are connected to public sewers 
and a further 1,006 (33%) are connected to estate sewers. It is also satisfactory to note that 73% 
of all the houses have W’C.s. 


During the year the Housing Committee has been concentrating on securing full scale improve- 
ments to pre-war Council houses and at 31st March, 1962, the following schemes have been completed: 


Dry Drayton 19 houses 
Fulbourn AD scr 
Fen Drayton Graigks; 
Hardwick Ort. 
Impington ZO ass 
Gt. Shelford DSi 
Waterbeach 1 house 


The following schemes are in hand or programmed :— 


Chittering 10 houses (including 6 post war houses) 
Fulbourn Bonen 

Hardwick qi 2 

Histon Sai 7p 

Longstanton Sie 35, 

Lt. Shelford Bile we 

Stapleford 39 here. (including 10 Post war houses) 
Teversham LSA ib os 

Waterbeach 36m 6; (including 10 Post war houses) 
Comberton BD es 


Drainage and Sewer Connections (Private Dwellings) 


The department is responsible for the supervision and testing of all new drainage to existing 
buildings and connections to the public sewers (excluding work on the Highway). This occupies a 
high proportion of the Inspectors’ time and is carried out in close co-operation with the Surveyor’s 
Department. It will be noted that nearly 2,000 visits were made for this purpose during 1961 and 
with the new sewers becoming available in Stapleford and Cottenham even more work will be necessary. 


Every encouragement is given to householders to connect their properties, and advice from the 
technical staff is readily available. An extended payment scheme is operated and in many cases 
advantage is taken of the improvement grant schemes (Standard and Discretionary) where appropriate. 
So far, the number of applications for connections received has been most encouraging and little need 
for compulsion has been encountered. 


The following Table indicates the total number of houses connected to public sewers (excluding 
private estate sewers) at 31.12.61 :— 


Total number of Houses connected to Public Sewers at 31.12.61 


Parish Council Houses Private Houses 

Fen Ditton 20 | — 
Fulbourn L555} 405 
Girton 146 680 
Histon 204 

Impington a2 

Milton ii 

Great Shelford 277 

Little Shelford — 

Stapleford — 

Teversham 62 

Madingley 

Totals 


Some concern has been expressed in the past regarding the slow progress made with the sewering 
of the district, but, it must be remembered that although the provision of main drainage did not 
commence until after the last war schemes totalling nearly a million pounds have been completed and 
nearly 4,500 houses, i.e., 31°% of all the houses in the district, connected to public sewers. It is esti- 
mated that schemes to the extent of a further million pounds are required to complete the sewering 
of the major part of the area within the next ten years. 


Last year saw the first steps in the implementation of the Council’s programme approved in 
1960 and, as will be noted above, good progress is being made with the preparation of the necessary 
schemes. It is unlikely, however, that Ministerial approval will be forthcoming for more than a 
limited annual capital expenditure. 


Unfortunately, development is preceding main drainage in many villages. In particular the 
rapid private house building taking place in parishes five to ten miles outside the City has created 
considerable drainage problems pending the installation of sewers. Developers have been encouraged 
to provide small sewage disposal plants for estates of twenty or more houses rather than individual 
cesspools or septic tanks, but it has proved difficult for the owners to secure adequate maintenance 
of those plants. These difficulties are gradually being appreciated and there now seems good prospects 
of a scheme being approved whereby maintenance of such plants will be carried out by the Council’s 
engineering staff on a repayment basis. 


One problem which has been highlighted is the difficulty the ordinary householder has in finding 
anyone with sufficient knowledge to undertake the maintenance of sewerage disposal plants apart 
from local authority employees. 
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TABLE NO. 6 
TOTAL COUNCIL HOUSES AND SANITARY FACILITIES AVAILABLE AS AT 3ist MARCH, 1962 


Bungalows Houses | | 
Parishes Others) Total | Public| Estate|) Other W.C. | P.C. 
2B Sewer Sewer Means 


| 
| —_} 
| 


bo 
~) 
ive] 
aS 
o 


wy 
\o 


Boxworth 
Caldecote 
Caxton 
Childerley 
Comberton 
Conington 
Coton 
Cottenham 
Croxton 

Dry Drayton 
Elsworth 
Eltisley 

Fen Ditton 
Fen Drayton 
Fulbourn 
Girton 
Grantchester 
Graveley 
Hardwick 
Harlton 
Harston 
Haslingfield 
Hauxton 
Histon** 
Horningsea 
Impington 
Knapwell 
Landbeach 
Lolworth** 
Longstanton 
Madingley 
Milton 

Newton 
Oakington** 
Over 

Papworth Everard 
Papworth St. Agnes 
Rampton 
Shelford, Great 
Shelford, Little 
Stapleford 
Stow-cum-Quy 
Swavesey 
Teversham 
Toft 
Waterbeach 
Westwick 
Wilbraham, Great 
Wilbraham, Little 
Willingham 
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Totals 987 


B23 275 


Percentages 


* Including Prefab bungalows and Agricultural Houses. 
** Including bed/recess bungalows. 
t+ R.A.F, Sewage Works. 
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RODENT DESTRUCTION 

The administration of the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949 is carried out by a full time 
Pests Officer and one operator working under the supervision of the Chief Public Health Inspector. 
A comprehensive pest destruction service is available to both private and council property throughout 
the district. 

Destruction of rats is undertaken free of charge on all domestic premises and work on business 
or industrial premises is carried out on a contract or full recovery basis. The department also under- 
takes the destruction of other pests such as wasps, hornets, bats, moles and cockroaches, etc., and is 
able to carry out fumigation in cases of household infestations with fleas, bugs, carpet beetles, etc. 
Although available for agricultural work, it is not the function of the department to compete with the 
various servicing companies who offer a comprehensive service, as previously carried out by the 
Agricultural Committee. 

Surveys are carried out by the department to ensure that no serious rat infestation exists and 
agricultural contracts are accepted if requested. Such work, however, is largely carried out by farmers 
themselves or by outside contract. 

Naturally, much attention is given to the inspection and treatment, if necessary, of the Council’s 
own premises such as refuse tips, sewage works and public ditches, etc. 

Under such arrangements the scheme can never be self-supporting more especially since the 
withdrawal in 1959 of the direct deficiency grant by the Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries and Food. 
Approximately £350 is recovered annually by way of contracts, etc., and the remaining expenditure is 
charged to the General Rate. For 1961 this represented the equivalent of a penny rate. In view of 
the important contribution which the service makes to good environmental hygiene and the value 
placed upon it by the community, the expenditure is well justified. 

The staff mix their own poison baits—mainly consisting of Warfarin with wheat meal and barley 
meal, etc., purchased in bulk. Occasionally alternative poisons such as zinc phosphide or A.N.T.U. 
are used and where necessary gassing with “‘ Cymag”’ is resorted to. 

The year has been notable for a serious influx of rats during the December/January period, an 
experience common over much of East Anglia. The rats were clearly migratory, much larger than 
normally found and contained no young ones amongst them. Since that time, little trouble has 
been experienced. It is, however, significant to note that there have been several fatal cases of Weils 
disease locally, one of which was resident in the district. No incidence of immunity to Warfarin has 
been encountered although on several occasions rats have avoided the poison. 

Table No. 7 shows a brief summary of the work carried out for the period ending 31st December, 
1961 :— 

TABLE NO. 7 
Type of Property 
Local | Total 
| Authority | Business & 
Dwellings | Agricultural | Industrial 
Premises, etc. 


Approximate total number of 
properties in area | 14,798 530 


Properties inspected as a result 
of notification of infestation 410 


Properties inspected without | | 
notification of infestation 6,842 


Number of properties found to 
be infested with rats Major 21 
Minor 1,631 


Number of infested properties 
treated by the Council 1,679 
Number of notices served under 
Section 4 (treatment) 

Number of “block control ”’ 
Schemes carried out 


A summary of the results achieved during this period is as follows :— 


Total number of rats recovered oF fs - aie - as ae 7,539 
Total estimated kill (9 months) .. mia at ie ae As i xo, LoDo 
Total number of wasps’ nests removed 3 13 or “3 - a 102 


Number of premises treated for: 


Mice 25 as a a os 58 5% <8 rie s As 21 
Beetles az 3% oe oe a Pe ns t 2 As Hh i a 6 
Moles Ne a ae - at a: oh ii v3 a. 3 
Rabbits Be ea e or a os A a ie, ay. 5 2 
Flies .. : a Re a ae ke Bs 2 
Cockroaches 1 


CLEAN AIR ACT, 1956 


Although the Act has somewhat limited application to a rural area, every effort is made by the 
Department to secure compliance. Byelaw plans submitted are examined and where a new boiler 
plant is indicated the applicants are encouraged to apply for prior approval. Where necessary the 
advice of the National Industrial Fuel Efficiency Service is obtained. Eight such applications were 
received and approved during the year. 


Smoke observations were carried out on eighteen occasions and informal action taken in the case 
of a laundry chinmey and an asphalte plant. In both cases satisfactory improvement was achieved 
without the necessity for formal action. 


SCHOOLS 


In accordance with the County Council’s policy of closing small out of date schools notice has 
been given of the closure of Rampton School. 


The new Village College at Cottenham is well advanced and tenders have been invited for a new 
nursery school at Histon. Work is likely to commence shortly on the new school at Childerley and 
sites for new schools are being negotiated in Comberton, Coton, Fen Drayton, Great Wilbraham and 
Willingham. 


Extensions and improvements have been carried out at a number of schools during the year, 
notably Bourn, Longstanton and Stapleford. 


The Public Health Inspectors pay routine visits to the school meals kitchens and advise on the 
fitness of foodstuffs should any doubt arise. The service is under the supervision of a full time school 
meals Officer and a high standard of hygiene is maintained. 


RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACT, 1957 


Premises registered at 31.12.61 .. sh x l 


Only one factory in the area is engaged in the nalts faleure of new Pah sfeicted furniture using 
the specified materials. No action was necessary during the year. 


PET ANIMALS ACT, 1957 
There are no premises registered in the area and no markets are held. 
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INSPECTION OF FOOD AND FOOD PREMISES 


Milk Supply 


The District became an “ attested” area with effect from October, 1959 and in addition only 
Tuberculin Tested or Pasteurised milk may be sold by retail. 


The following figures (supplied by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food) indicate 
the position in the area at 31.3.62:— 


Number of wholesale producers in the area... is we Pe ss = 90 
Number of producer/retailers in the area “i ms" a sa fie a 27 
Number of retail purveyors oz 5 - ia 2, i és 86 


The following is a summary of the year’s work under the various Milk and Dairies Regulations :— 
*Number of distributors with premises in the area ss ati 7 iG ae 20 
Visits paid to retail dairies, etc. .. 25 ne a bs * ae Ae 22 
*Registered by Local Authority. 
Since the introduction of the Milk (Special Designations) Regulations, 1960 the Council has 
ceased to be responsible for the issuing of licences to retail designated milks. The Cambridgeshire 


County Council as Food and Drugs Authority assumed responsibility for this work as from Ist October, 
1960. 


MILK SAMPLING 1961 


Bacteriological Examination Biological Examination 
Category —' 


Samples | No. Passing | No. Failing |No. of Samples | Free from | Positive | Brucella 
Taken Test Submitted Infection 1G Se Abortus 


Tuberculin Tested 83 
Pasteurised sak 


Totals 83 


Sampling by the Department is confined to routine sampling in course of delivery to the consumer 
to ensure freedom from contamination and patjogenic bacteria. This task is rendered fairly simple 
having regard to the fact that deliveries are in the hands of a very small number of firms and good 
coverage is afforded by relatively few samples. As from the Ist October, 1960 the Department ceased 
to be responsible for school milk sampling. 


Whilst little difficulty was experienced during the year with regard to the statutory tests, the 
problem of brucella abortus continues to give cause for anxiety. Although substantially reduced, 
there is still a ready sale for raw milk, especially the Channel Island variety and the risk of brucellosis 
cannot at present be excluded. 


During the year supplies from two sources were found to be infected and in both cases the pro- 
ducers voluntarily agreed to submit the milk for pasteurisation before sale. In one case, however, 
the distributor sold a small amount without pasteurisation and as a result three cases of brucellosis 
occurred in the area. An immediate Order was made under Article 20 of the Milk and Dairies Regu- 
lations, 1959 and remains in force at the time of writing. 


The twenty samples showing evidence of brucella abortus were mainly as a result of routine in- 
vestigation of one of the infected herds. In this case, the producer has now installed his own pasteuri- 
sing plant and all his supplies are treated before sale. 


The only remaining problem is that associated with large scale mechanical bottling when an 
occas'onal stained or dirty bottle escapes the vigilance of the spotters. In such cases, the offending 
article is returned to the dairy and promptly investigated by the management. The Council has lent 
its support to a local Clean Milk Campaign on the lines of that successfully launched in the Norfolk 
area as undoubtedly most of the troubles originate from the abuse of bottles by householders before 
returning them to the retailers, 
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BAKEHOUSES 


Number of bakehouses on register at 31.12.61 e a As is bis 11 
Inspections recorded aa re a Fi .2 oo os oe pe 30 
Premises repaired or improved .. or es a ae nes es = 2 
Improved equipment, etc. es Sa = Se 3 - se a 2 
Redecoration as i 7 ¥ a tes sa om fe 3 


It will be noted that the use of the one remaining unsatisfactory bakehouse has been discontinued 
and only eleven premises now operate. These are in reasonable condition having regard to the 
difficulties facing small bakers in competition with the large multiple concerns. No problems have 
arisen during the year and no statutory action has been necessary. 


PRESERVED FOOD PREMISES (Section 16, Food and Drugs Act, 1955) 


Total number on Register at 31st December, 1961 _.... Pe ms me oe 182 
Sausage manufacturers... 3% ih te a ne 2 de de 25 
Fish fryers .. 6 ni oe a od £2 uy os ra S 7 
Ice Cream (Sale only) oe a es Be S65 fe zs i i 152 


All premises comply with the basic requirements of the Food Hygiene Regulations and only 
routine visits have been required. No ice cream is manufactured in the area and the 152 registrations 
are for sale only. Supplies are drawn mainly from three well known national firms (pre-packed) and 
no loose ice cream is sold. No action was necessary under the Ice Cream (Heat Treatment) Regula- 
tions. All samples taken during the year were satisfactory. 


ICE CREAM SAMPLING 1961 


Samples of ice cream are taken for the methylene blue test and for bacteriological cleanliness. 
The results were as follows :— 


Total samples taken cs 35 a oe re bes a rn D. 13 
Samples in Category 1 on rs an * ms = te ¥; 13 

3 3 As 2, a2 ae fe ie ste es a ae Nil 

“d a oe 3 - ee = me ii} ue byt 2 Nil 

4 : Nil 


In addition, four iced lollies were found to be of satsifactory standard by the Public Health 
Laboratory. 


FOOD SHOPS, CAFES AND OTHER FOOD PREMISES 


The following premises are subject to inspection by the Department in addition to premises 
mentioned elsewhere in the Report (Bakehouses, Preserved Food Premises, Dairies, etc.). 


Food Shops 3 + ea as she * bie ft 4 ah 194 
Cafes and Restaurants .. Sf $4 it of “ie a a dee 21 
Licensed Premises (Full Catering) as = rs - ss ™ on 12 
Licensed Clubs... a ae st Se = ue: ae eS ir 21 
Residential Establishments, Hospitals, etc. a a pe my ie a 12 
Factory Canteens .. b éh rr 7 a sg E. 7 SP 13 
School Canteens .. e a oe “ie S hit 8 - ha 18 
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As a result of 772 recorded visits the following improvements were secured during the year:— 


New premises 5 a i. bs oe ae e 2 
Structural improvements (new floors, ceilings, wall surfaces, etc.) 7 
Installation of wash basins 1 
Hot water supplies 2 
New working surfaces oe mE he es te 3 
New fittings—refrigerators and (refrigerated displays, etc.) 7 
Redecoration 8 
New sinks .. ep drs = ay3 - as . of si - i 
New drainage and/or sanitary accommodation. . an at 3 # + 15 


The general standard of food premises in the area is a source of satisfaction and a tribute to 
both the traders and the Department between whom there is excellent co-operation in all matters of 
food hygiene. No statutory action was necessary during the year. Few compalints were received— 
mostly confined to the innocuous “ foreign object ”—and mould, etc., due to age of the product. 
All such complaints are closely investigated and if necessary the manufacturers are contacted. Unless 
gross negligence is obvious (which is very rare) proceedings are not resorted to. 


LICENSED PREMISES 


Of the original 155 licensed premises in the area in 1946 only 125 now remain in use together with 
10 off license premises. 


The licences of unsatisfactory premises have been surrendered and the remainder now have good 
sanitary accommodation, drainage, glass-washing facilities, etc., as a result of informal action by the 
Department and the collaboration of the brewers. The general standard of these premises is now 
extremely good and they are mostly well maintained. Seventy-three visits were paid to such premises 
during the year and the following improvements noted :— 


New or improved sanitary accommodation 
New drainage 

Repairs or alterations 

Redecoration Ee 

Improved living quarters .. : 
Improved glass-washing facilities. . 


—e WW nN 


The new Licensing Act, 1961, now gives the local authority an opportunity to inspect club premises 
and object, if necessary, to the granting of a Certificate of Registration. Work is in hand with the 
inspection of all such premises in the area. 


MEAT INSPECTION 


Three slaughterhouses are now in operation in the district. Two are owned by retail butchers 
and are used solely for their own trade. The third one kills for a number of retailers in the area and 
also exports a small amount of meat out of the area. 


All three slaughterhouses in use have now been brought up to standard and comply fully with the 
requirements of the Slaughterhouse Act, 1958. It was suggested in last year’s report that shortage 
of slaughtermen might prove a problem in the future and this has been experienced to a limited degree 
during 1961. 


The inspection of all animals slaughtered in the area has been maintained and has necessitated 
806 visits in the process. This is a decrease of approximately 20% when compared with 1960 and is 
brought about by the fact that fewer slaughterhouses are now in operation. 
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TABLE NO. 8 


SUMMARY OF MEAT INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED YEAR ENDING DECEMBER, 1961 


Cattle Cows Calves Pigs Sows Sheep 
not Cows not Sows Lambs 
Animals killed and inspected 762 24 30 | 2,626 58 3887 
All Diseases except T.B. 
Whole carcases and offal con- 
demned — _ 2 3 1 
Carcases of which some part | 
or organ condemned 59 3) — 91 2 
°% of number inspected affected 
with disease other than T.B. 79 20.8 6.7 3.5 5.2 
T.B. Only | 
Whole carcases and offal con- 
demned — ~- — — — 
Carcases of which some part 
or organ condemned 1 os — 9 — 
of number inspected affected 
with T.B. 0.1 — — 0.3 — 
Number of organs or parts con- 
demned—AIll Diseases 
Head 9 1 — 16 | — 
Lungs == = = 2 | _ 
Heart 21 2 — 1 = 
Liver 26 2 a 85 — 
| 
Spleen — — = 2 = 
Diaphragm 1 — — 1 — 
Kidney D, — — 2 — 
Stomach a = cass | 1 ae 
Mesentery ss a = 5 — 
Other 3 — — 2 | 2 
TOTAL 62 5 — 117 2 
Cysticercosis . 
Carcases of which some part or organ was condemned 29) BES. 


Carcases submitted to treatment by refrigeration 


There was an increase in the numbers of sheep and pigs slaughtered during 1961 but fewer cattle 
were killed. The percentages of carcases found to be affected by disease, or various conditions, was 
higher than for 1960, but a further decrease is shown in the incidence of tuberculosis—a reflection 
of the success of the Ministry of Agriculture’s eradication scheme. (See Table 9.) 


As reported last year, any evidence of Tuberculosis encountered in pigs’ carcases and organs is 
notified to the Divisional Veterinary Inspector and specimens are examined at the Veterinary Centre 
in Cambridge. When a case is confirmed a thorough investigation on the farm is carried out with a 
view to locating the source of infection. 
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Again the incidence of Cysticercus bovis found in cattle has shown a slight decrease from 4.5% 
to 3.7%. This is still above the national average but it follows the general trend—possibly a small 
indication that by careful inspection and treatment of infected carcases the life cycle of the parasite 
can be, and is being, interrupted. 

As in previous years, the organ most frequently found unfit for human consumption was the 
liver. In pigs this was mainly by parasitic infection and efforts have been made with some success 
to encourage improvements in methods pf pig keeping. 


Full advantage is taken of the facilities offered by the Public Health Laboratories and the Veteri- 
nary Centre at the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food for the bacteriological examination of 
specimens, etc., and their assistance is gratefully acknowledged. Specimens for 23 casualty animals 
were submitted during the year and 6 were found to have pathogenic organisms present (26%). This 
compares with 20% in 1960. 


Of the specimens without pathogens present the majority proved sterile giving an indication 
that whilst all slaughtering practices are not approved there has been a certain amount of success in 
the effort to produce “‘ clean ’’ meat. 

The Slaughter of Animals (Prevention of Cruelty) Regulations are strictly enforced and it is grati- 
fying to note that slaughterhouse owners are now seeking advice on the methods to be adopted for the 
removal of injured animals to the slaughterhouse so that unnecessary pain may be avoided. Special 
attention has also been paid to the provision of adequate lairage at all three slaughterhouses. 


SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ACTS 1933-58 


Licence to slaughter renewed ae oe uss th z tt és 17 
New Licences issued : a ac 7 7 7 3 - m7 2 
Total on Register 31.12.61 de Ae 19 


The three licensed slaughterhouses retntaed in ithe area all have a lairage facilities and 
comply fully with the Prevention of Cruelty Regulations. Approved stunning pens are installed in 
all cases. 


It will be noted that two new slaughtermen’s licences were issued during the year and seventen 
licences renewed. 


All animals slaughtered in the area are inspected and good supervision is exercised by the Inspec- 
tors. No action was necessary under the Regulations, however. 


There are no horse slaughtering establishments or knackers yards in the district. 


UNSOUND FOOD 


Owing to the improved methods of processing, pre-packing, transporting and storing foodstuffs, 
little unfit food is encountered in the ordinary way. The wider use of refrigeration for display pur- 
poses and deep freeze cabinets no doubt play a large part in the improvement now expeerinced. In 
fact, complaints are mostly confined to those associated with age of the product, i.e., staleness, mould, 
etc., or to “ foreign bodies ” in prepacked goods—no doubt due to large scale mechanical handling. 
An efficient coding system is of distinct advantage in investigating such complaints. Careful turn-over 
of stock by the shopkeeper is also necessary, especially with refrigerated display counters, if complaints 
are to be avoided. 


Although the general public is becoming more conscious of good food hygiene (and consequently 
more critical) the number of complaints received are few and reflects the high standard achieved 
generally. 

Full advantage is taken of the facilities afforded by the Public Analyst and the Public Health 
Laboratory Service. 

One hundred and thirty-two visits were made to various food premises for the purposes of sampling 
or special investigation apart from those reported elsewhere, e.g., milk supplies. 
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APPENDIX 


FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 TO 1959 
ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31.12.61 


1. INSPECTIONS for the purposes of provisions as to health (including inspections made by Public 


Health Inspectors). 


Premises 


(1) 


(i) Factories in which Sections 1, 2, 3, 4 
and 6 are to be enforced by Local 
Authorities 

(ii) Factories not included in (i) in which 
Section 7 is enforced by the Local 
Authority 

(iii) Other premises in which Section 7 is 
enforced by the Local Authority (ex- 
cluding outworkers’ premises) 


Total 


2. Cases in which DEFECTS were found 


| 


Particulars 


(1) 


Want of cleanliness (S.1) Ss 


Overcrowding (S.2) 
Unreasonable temperature (S.3) 
Inadequate ventilation (S.4) 
Ineffective drainage of floors (S.6) 


Sanitary Conveniences (S.7) 


(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
Other offences against the Act 


(not including offences re- 
lating to Out-work) 


Insufficient 3 
Unsuitable or defective 6 


Not separate for sexes 


Total 12 


Number 


on 


Register 


(2) 


39 


38 


Inspections 
(3) 


95 


Number of 


Written 
Notices 


(4) 


| Occupiers 
Prosecuted 


(5) 


Number of cases in which Number of 
defects were found cases in which 
[$$ prosecutions 
Referred were 
To H.M. | By H.M. instituted 
Remedied | Inspector | Inspector 
(3) (4) (5) (6) 
3 Ee fils oN 
7 vel 4 ~ 
6 _ “ eas! 
16 — 4 — 


Nature of 
Work 


(1) 


Wearing apparel 


Making etc. 
Cleaning and 
Washing 


No. of out- 


workers in 
August list 
required by 
Section 110 
(1) (©) 


(2) 


19 


OUTWORK 


(Sections 110 and 111) 


Section 110 


No. of 
cases of 
default 
in sending 
lists to 
the Council 


(3) 


No. of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure to 

supply 

lists 


(4) 


39 


Section 111 


No. of 

instances 

of work in | Notices 

unwhole- | served 
some 

premises 
(5) (6) 
Nil Nil 


Prose- 
cutions 


(7) 


Nil 
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